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PLACE NAMES ON BOX HILL

In 1989 The Friends of Box Hill published a map to help those visitors who didn’t know the property well and wanted some idea of the many possible walks over the hill. This gave many of us the impetus to think about formalising the names of sections of the hill which were in common usage by those who lived or worked there. Some of these were not included on the map since it would have been confusingly covered in names. Many of these are on old maps and are either descriptive of the area, such as The Thorns and Flint Hill, or derived from some event or association such as Old Parish Road Woods.
Other names such as Donkey Green are of more recent origin for on the early 19th century maps of the Betchworth Castle Estate this area is shown as the cricket ground. Donkey rides became popular here in the early 20th century and the new name has survived to the present day.
Two names are of recent origin: Annabels and Barries Bank. The former is a plantation at the eastern end of the hill named after Annabel Birtles, a girl who loved Box Hill and, tragically, died young. As a memorial to Annabel, her parents offered a most generous gift which helped towards the cost of planting the wood. The latter, Barries Bank, is the bank opposite Flint Cottage and runs up to the first bend of the Zig Zag road. It is recorded that J M Barrie, the author of Peter Pan, sat on this bank whilst plucking up courage to visit George Meredith who lived in Flint Cottage.
Porage Oats plantation, the first woodland the walker approaches on Juniper Top, is so named because during the 1970s it was chosen as the site for replanting under the sponsorship of Scots Porage Oats. That planting did not do well because of the hot, dry summer of 1976 but the area has since been replanted with oak and wild cherry to form an outstanding woodland feature.
I have to admit defeat over the origins of the names of Dukes plantation, at the far eastern end of the south scarp and of Lodge Hill on the left of the run-up the Zig Zag from the second bend. Who was Duke or indeed The Duke? And was there ever a lodge on Lodge Hill? Perhaps some readers can help. The most intriguing name is Liquor Box which is above the road just after Lodge Hill. Could this possibly be the site where, as related by Daniel Defoe in 1724, the locals of Dorking took it upon themselves to blow up a store of liquor held for the benefit of some ill-behaved visitors from Epsom who had upset local ideas of decorum? This ‘wicked mirth’ caused especial indignation because it happened on Sundays. Liquor Box would have been easily reached in those days since it is at the top of the Old Parish Road which ran up directly from the first bottom bend of the Zig Zag Road.
Although not marked on the map, the long path from the western end of Box Hill village through the lower part of Ashurst Rough to Whitehill on the Headley Lane has become known as Earl Greys Walk. The origin of the name is uncertain, but this path may well have been the favourite walk of Earl Grey of Fallodon, a dedicated ornithologist who is remembered for being the man who at the outbreak of the First World War observed that ‘the lights are going out all over Europe’: unconsciously ironic, perhaps, since his eyesight was failing at the time and he was to go blind. Earl Grey is in the picture of the Box Bill Committee which now hangs in the National Trust Information Centre.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Of all the names of areas of Box Hill perhaps the most ancient is the Weypole. This partly wooded section lies at the foot of the Whites Cliff above the Stepping Stones. It can be surmised that it was a way-marker on the ancient trackway which probably ran through Westhumble, along what is known as Adlers Lane, and crossed the Mole near the Weypole. This is partly guesswork - has anybody any other ideas?
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