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NORBURY - Part One 
Almost a thousand years ago that part of the Parish of Mickleham known today as Norbury Park was owned by a Saxon thane named Oswald.  We know this from an entry in the Domesday Book, compiled in 1086, which states in that terse abrupt style used throughout the survey: Oswald holds Mickleham from Richard.  He also held it from King Edward.  We know that ‘Mickleham’ in this entry relates to that part of the parish lying to the south west of the river, comprising Norbury and Westhumble.
That bald statement about Oswald poses an interesting question; why was he permitted to remain in peaceful possession of his lands after the Conquest when so many of his compatriots lost theirs to Norman adventurers, as his neighbour, Ansfrid, did to Nigel?  I thought at first that he might have been a quisling who toadied to the conquerors, but a more generous and likely reason is that his brother was Abbot of Chertsey; and we know that William always tried to avoid alienating the Church.
There have been many owners of Norbury since Oswald; but between the Conquest and the mid-18th century, two deserve mention because of what they have left us today.
During Tudor and Stuart times one family - the Stydolphs - dominated the scene.  We are reminded of them whenever we enter the parish church because the somewhat tattered flag which hangs in the chancel bears the family arms.  Until a few years ago it hung in resplendence, surmounted by a noble helmet; but alas, some wretched small-time thief broke into the church, stole the helmet and screwed up the flag which he stuffed under a pew.  Having withstood the ravages of time, it was vanquished by this mindless piece of vandalism - hence its woebegone appearance today.
The Stydolphs were followed by the Tryons in the early 18th century and they too have left us a treasure.  In 1731, James Tryon commissioned a surveyor named Tycho Wing to draw a map of the estate, which is still preserved.  It shows how Norbury Park appeared 250 years ago - many of the field boundaries and field names are the same today.  I have a copy of this fascinating map and will be pleased to show it to anybody who is interested.
[bookmark: _GoBack]We close this part of the story with another vandal, Anthony Chapman, who bought the estate in 1766.  I hasten to say that he is in no way related to the present charming owners of Norbury Park House, although they share the same surname. I have recorded Anthony’s acts of vandalism in the book “Manor of Wistomble”, but he will make way in the next part of the story for, perhaps, the happiest period in Norbury’s history - the coming of William Lock and his delightful family with their famous friend Fanny Burney.
Ronald Shepperd

