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MICKLEHAM PAST & PRESENT - BILL BERRYMAN
In Bill Berryman we meet another representative of what may be described as the gardener fraternity of Mickleham.  There were a number of large houses, all of which employed one or more full-time gardeners, who knew each other well, met in The Running Horses or the William IV and helped each other in various ways.
William Berryman was born in the very early years of this century in one of the Hillside Cottages; they do not exist today but were formerly next to Elm Cottages above Mickleham Bends.  He attended Mickleham School and on leaving at the then statutory age of fourteen, decided that gardening was to be his life’s work.  Before getting a permanent post, he was, as often happened, referred from the Labour Exchange, for seasonal or emergency work.  Eventually he found employment as a chauffeur/gardener at Norbury Park House, then owned by HF Roe, the aeronautical engineer and his wife Mary Stopes.  Bill had great admiration for Mr Roe, recalling how he used to collect the village children in his car and take them to local fairs and garden shows.  Mr and Mrs Berryman were given a house on the estate and it was there that their five children grew up.  However, in 1940, Bill moved to Dell Close where he still lives with one of his daughters and, until recently, his shaggy dog, Ben.  His house had the great merit of having gas and electricity, neither of which was available at Norbury Park House.  He had the use of an early Atco at the big house and was always happy with engines.  At Norbury he used to drive the staff home up the hill after their days off; and after his retirement he delivered groceries for Rose’s Stores.  In addition to this shop and the one opposite Burmester House, Mickleham boasted for a brief time a third shop at the bottom of Byttom Hill - and there was always a post office.  So Mickleham had quite a commercial life though it was still very much a village life and Bill remembers his mother helping with the laundry in what was, until last year, the home of Violet Gordon.[1 Flint Cottages]  The laundry would be pushed in a sort of cart from Mickleham Hall.  Old London Road was still a country lane and the busy thoroughfare of the present A24 has not been even dreamt of.
But Bill, although he remembers the ‘old days’ with a certain nostalgia, also appreciates some of the new benefits brought to the village.
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