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Recorded on: Thursday 19 November 2015 by Anne Weaver and Roger Davis
Time commenced: 10.45  Duration: 45 minutes	Location: St Anthony, Pilgrims Way, Westhumble.
Ben was born on 23 April 1934.in Walton on Thames. He lived in Esher for 2 years before the family moved to a large house in Walton on Thames. When his father died in 1961 Ben’s mother took over the rental of Little Pinehurst, Mickleham from Ben’s brother, John. Later in 1969 his mother turned down the option of buying a neighbouring house in Pilgrims Way. Although living in London Ben would visit often & got to know many people in the area. He met Sue in June 1961. They went to Granville, Ohio (Sue’s home town) to get married in 1963. Shortly afterwards they moved to Penang to work on an engineering project. Returning in 1966 they bought St Anthony, Pilgrims Way but once again work took them abroad, this time for 2 years in New Zealand during which time the house was rented out. Returning in early 1969 Ben discusses the problems of selecting schools for their children. He talks about the large garden at his childhood home in Walton, the produce grown in the vegetable plot & the lessons he learned by helping the gardener. He also mentions that milk, bread and meat were delivered to the house and that other provisions where obtained from a local shop at Halfway, Hersham. Food was stored in a larder and Ben discusses the introduction of refrigerators. He talks of the problems involved in renovating the garden at Little Pinehurst. He then describes his schooldays, initially at a day school and then a boarding school and the food served there. Although eating out was rare we are told of picnics and barbeques at Little Pinehurst. Ben talks of the difficulties of balancing work life with council duties and the need to resort to sandwiches before meetings. He describes shopping in Sainsbury’s at its earlier site on the north side of the High Street as well as visits to the butchers, the greengrocer and the bakers in Dorking. Also he tells of the home deliveries made by a local greengrocer and the milkman. Mention is made of the severity of post war rationing, the provision of ration cards in the army and he attributes his dislike of food waste to the scarcity of food in that period. He tells of his preference for plain food and how he managed during his times working abroad in Bagdad and then talks of his wedding in America prior to departing for Penang. He relates how they settled in Penang including the social life and eating out in Chinese restaurants. Finally Ben tells us about his time in India, how he coped with both illness and the food there.
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