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MICKLEHAM PAST & PRESENT - MIRIAM MILES
Miriam Miles was not born in Mickleham but came to the area when she was two or three years old and her father began work as a gardener in Westhumble.  She has known the changes in the village for over eighty years and is today a well-known and much-loved figure.
The family originally lived opposite Westhumble station in a cottage that was subsequently owned by Sir James Jeans, and Miriam recalls that at the time there was a school in Westhumble as well as the one in Mickleham.
In 1914 Mr Miles joined the army and soon afterwards the family moved to Dalewood (now Box Hill School) where Mrs Miles worked as a domestic.  They were allocated a house in the grounds and, together with other women of the village, they cultivated potatoes in the large field between Mickleham Hall and Fredley Park.  Rose’s Stores was already established and there was also a post office in Swanworth Lane so Mickleham was quite a hive of commercial activity.
After the war Mr Miles became gardener at what is now Glen Rose and was then a magnificent single house on the slopes of Box Hill.  When Miriam reached the age of fourteen, she left school and became third housemaid at Mickleham Hall, where she slept in the attic with the nine or ten other members of the indoor staff.  With a nice touch of sexual discrimination, the maids attended to the fires in the ladies’ rooms while the footman or ‘boots’ looked after the gentlemen’s rooms.
After some three years Miriam left the employ of the Gordon Clarks in the Hall for a post in Pixham House.  Many years later she again worked in Mickleham Hall but by then it was occupied by five separate families - something of a difference.
In 1921 the Dell Close houses were built, and the Miles family moved there and stayed in the same house until the old people’s death in the early 1970s.  In 1973 Miriam went to live in Swanworth Lane in another new housing development in Mickleham; and many of the residents there are grateful for her gentleness and helpfulness to them all.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]She is also in demand by people in the village for caring for their cats when the owners are on holiday, for she loves animals and birds and is to be seen most days giving crumbs to the birds around the churchyard.  Over the years Miriam has consistently entered something for the annual Mickleham and Westhumble Horticultural Show; and two years ago, there was enthusiastic pleasure from the members when she won the Taylor cup for the greatest number of points in cookery classes.
Miriam is not a demanding person and does not lament bygone days.  As many readers will know she is a tiny person, but she has certainly left her mark in Mickleham.
Betty Ellman

